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Waterman’s Green FAQs  

 

Why am I being consulted? 

We would like your view on our aspirations to improve Waterman’s Green and Putney 

Embankment. 

Waterman’s Green is the area next to Putney Embankment, alongside the River Thames at 

Lower Richmond Road. You might know it from dining outdoors at one of the local 

businesses or more recently as an area of construction by Tideway as they continue work on 

the new Putney Embankment Foreshore structure 

We would like to tell you more and get your feedback on our proposals for creating a little 

park at Waterman’s Green. This space hopes to provide a mini habitat for small birds and 

insects, and space for you to sit, relax and enjoy. 

What is being proposed? 

We are exploring the creation of a public park where people can find shelter under the leafy 

canopy of Waterman’s Green and restoring lost habitats for small birds and insects. Our 

vision is to create a sense of relief and provide a peaceful space near the riverbank. 

Some ideas include a main footpath along the river to improve views of the river and 

accessibility to the open space by levelling the entrance to Waterman’s Green. Native trees 

and shrubs, friendly for birds and pollinating insects, are also included as part of the initial 

ideas, creating a healthy habitat for local ecology. We’d also like to hear your aspirations for 

enjoying this area, let’s create a peaceful and pleasant space together for us all to enjoy. 

What are the main aims of this project? 

Shoppers and visitors have benefited from recent improvements to the pedestrian space 

and measures to improve air quality on Putney High Street. We now want to transform 

Waterman’s Green and Putney Embankment to provide relief from the bustle of the main 

streets, creating a calm and green refuge next to the Thames for residents and visitors to 

enjoy.  

In conjunction with the planned improvements to pedestrian crossing facilities at the 

remodeled traffic light junction of Lower Richmond Road we hope this will extend the 

Putney Embankment towards the High Street connecting it more directly to the Thames 

https://www.tideway.london/locations/putney-embankment-foreshore/
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and improving footfall in the daytime with joggers, dog walkers and leisurely strollers, as 

well as enhancing the night-time economy for local businesses. 

The proposals also aim to improve biodiversity in the area. New plantings of shrubs and 

trees would accommodate more species of birds and insects, fostering a more varied local 

ecology. 

How can I share my views? 

You can find out more information about the project on our engagement portal: 

https://haveyoursay.citizenspace.com/wandsworthecs/watermansgreen, where you can 

share your views on the proposals by completing the online survey.  

Alternatively, you can collect a paper copy of the survey from St Mary’s Church or Putney 

Library during the engagement period.  

If you need to request a survey in another format, please contact us 

at: consultation@projectcentre.co.uk 

What happens next? 

After the consultation deadline, all feedback received will be carefully considered, and the 

results will inform decisions on the future of the Waterman’s Green project.  

Residents and businesses will be updated in due course when a decision has been made by 

the council; should the project go ahead, further details of the design and timeline will be 

made available.  

What will happen to the existing trees? 

The large tree at the entrance of Waterman’s Green is protected and will be left as it is.  

Other trees removed to create space for the new features will be kept, relocated or replaced 

with other trees with a similar visual impact. 

Will the trees be cut down? 

There will not be a reduction in trees. In agreement with our arboriculture team some will 

be relocated or replaced including a diseased Hawthorn tree, however the mature London 

Plane tree for example will not be affected. 

 

https://haveyoursay.citizenspace.com/wandsworthecs/watermansgreen
mailto:consultation@projectcentre.co.uk
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How will you make sure new seating areas don’t attract antisocial behaviour? 

We will be working with police in the local area throughout the process to ensure measures 

are taken to prevent any new seating areas being misused.  

This may include using existing methods currently used to tackle ASB, such as CCTV 

cameras and physical police presence in problem areas. There will also be improved 

lighting. 

Will there be public access? 

Yes, the Waterman’s Green area will be available for all to access. 

How are you making sure it is accessible?  

The redesigned Putney Embankment access is proposing a gentle ramp of non-slip material 

to replace the existing steps. It will improve accessibility, exceeding the minimum standard 

widths of 1.2m, allow for unobstructed movement, and open views to the river from the 

Waterman’s Green Linear Park. 

Will it be dark there at night? 

As part of the further detailed design work a lighting assessment and design will be 

produced to ensure suitable lighting levels.  

How will the Tideway works affect these proposals? 

The Council is in close contact with Thames Tideway Tunnel project team to ensure the 

proposals work well together and construction is planned to coincide with Tideway’s hand 

back schedule. 

Is there going to be a subway? 

Not as part of this project but care is being taken to ensure nothing precludes a future 

subway should a long-term aspiration for a subway to be realised.  

Will the current tables and chairs licenses be affected? 

No, the current tables and chairs licenses will continue unaffected. If this phase of 

improvements is successful it may open further funding opportunities to extend 

improvements to this area, but nothing is currently secured.  

 

http://www.tideway.london/
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Is this funded by Council tax? 

The project is funded by the Future High Street Fund following a successful bid to the 

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government. 

Will the currently closed steps be reopened? 

This is being investigated to ensure the stairs are suitable for reopening to the public and 

approval from Historic England would be required to amend any stonework due to the 

listed status of the structure (bridge) 

Will the disused toilet be reopened?        

The vault historically housing a public WC has been under a long-term lease for some time 

and is not part of this project. 

How will we hear the outcomes of the public consultation? 

The website will update results and it is intended to present the results and 

recommendations at the forthcoming November Transport Committee. 

When could construction start? 

The start of the works is subject to the consultation and committee processes and we will 

update you on the start date as soon as it is known. 

Will the pavement be widened on Lower Richmond Road? 

This is unlikely given the need to balance the requirements of all road users and the limited 

space available around the junction. We will need the space available to provide improved 

cycle facilities on the approaches. We will however test this possibility as part of the 

detailed design process.  

Will the adjacent planning applications affect the proposals? 

The current planning applications in the area should not have any direct impact on the 

highway plans however the improvements to pedestrian access and facilities will be 

beneficial to any future increase in footfall. 


