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Thessaly Road Bridge Competition  

 

 

Results Report  
 
 

1. Introduction 
 

A competition was held in June 2018 to find a design which would revitalise the Thessaly 
Road Railway Bridge in the Nine Elms area of Battersea. 
 
The initiative, organised by the London Festival of Architecture and Wandsworth Council, is 
part of a programme of work to improve the public realm around Nine Elms.  
 
This report sets out the key findings from the Thessaly Road Bridge Competition conducted 
from 5 June 2018 to 18 June 2018. 
 
The exercise sought the views of local residents, businesses, students and visitors to help 
decide the winning design from six shortlisted proposals. 
 
The winning team will be awarded a grant to further develop the design – which will be 
installed subject to planning consent. 
 
 

2. Methodology 
 
Data was gathered using an online survey hosted on the Wandsworth Council website. 
 
The consultation was promoted on the Wandsworth website and the Nine Elms website as 
well as via press releases, social media and directly to local community groups. 
 
There were also four drop-in sessions at the ROSE Community Centre on Ascalon Street, 
SW8, and two sessions at St George’s Church on nearby Patmore Street. 
 
The responses to this survey were analysed and reported by the Council’s Consultation 
Team on an anonymous basis under the guidelines of the Data Protection Act. 
 
Please note that percentages in this report may not add up to 100 due to rounding. 
 
 

3. Survey Response 
 
In total, the Council received 258 responses to the consultation. 
 
 

4. Results 
 
Question 1: Which of the following applies to you? 
 
This was a multiple-choice question where respondents were able to select as many of the 
listed options as applicable. In all, there were 254 responses to this question. 
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As illustrated in the table below, 63% of respondents indicated that they are a local resident, 
while 24% stated that they are a visitor to the area. 
 

Which of the following applies to you? 

  

Response Number of 
respondents to this 

question 

Percentage of 
respondents to this 

question 

I'm a local resident 159 62.6% 

I work locally 24 9.4% 

I'm a visitor to the area 61 24.0% 

I'm a student in the area 3 1.2% 

Other, please specify: 19 7.5% 

This multi response question was answered by 254 respondents. 

NB Respondents were able to select more than one option, so percentages add up to more 
than 100 
 
 
Those who selected ‘other’ in response to this question were provided with a free-text box to 
specify. In all, 19 people responded and their answers fall into the following categories: 
 

• A visitor to the area 

• Local resident 

• Own property in the area 

• Have an interest in architecture and design 

• Local church or clergy 
 
 
Question 2: Of the six proposed designs, please rank in order of preference (1 being 
your first choice and 6 being your last): 
 
This was a ranking question where respondents were asked to rank their design preferences 
from one to six. In all, there were 255 responses to this question and the table below shows 
the overall ranking score for each design. 
 

Of the six proposed designs, please rank in order of preference (1 being your first 
choice and 6 being your last): 

  

Response Overall Ranking Score 

Yinka Ilori 3.91 

Farrer Huxley Associates 3.89 

Jan Kattein Architects 3.24 

De Rosee Sa 3.04 

ArchitectureDoingPlace, West Port & Co, Mary Evans, 
WriteTalkListen 2.88 

Mesh, BIGG Design and Matthew McGuinness 2.15 

This ranking question was answered by 255 respondents. 
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Question 3: Please explain your choice: 
 
Respondents were then asked to explain their choice using a free-text box. Responses to 
this question were coded into 17 themes which are illustrated in the table below: 
 

Please explain your choice: 

  

Themes Number of 
respondents that 
mentioned theme 

Percentage of 
respondents that 
mentioned theme 

Theme 1 - Mentioned they like the 
greenery and nature (incl. plants, 
trees, naturalistic design, nature 
in urban space) 38 18.2% 

Theme 2 - Mentioned that they like 
the brightness of the design(s) 
(incl. designs that are light) 38 18.2% 

Theme 3 - Mentioned they like 
colourful designs or designs that 
have vibrant colours 36 17.2% 

Theme 4 - Mentioned Yinka Ilori's 
design/ said they like it 25 12.0% 

Theme 5 - Mentioned that the 
design(s) need to age well and be 
sustainable (incl. stand the test of 
time, will not go out of fashion) 19 9.1% 

Theme 6 - Mentioned maintenance 
and upkeep 16 7.7% 

Theme 7 - Mentioned Farrer 
Huxley's design/ said they like it 15 7.2% 

Theme 8 - Mentioned that they like 
simple designs/ simplicity (Incl. 
designs that are minimalist, 
subtle, understated) 15 7.2% 

Theme 9 - Mentioned more space 
for pedestrians/ mentioned the 
pedestrian experience (incl. 
separation of pedestrians from 
road) 11 5.3% 

Theme 10 - Mentioned the 
design(s) look attractive/ beautiful 
(incl. will beautify the area) 10 4.8% 

Theme 11 - Mentioned Jan 
Kattein's design/ said they like it 9 4.3% 

Theme 12 - Mentioned that it looks 
modern 9 4.3% 

Theme 13 - Mentioned that the 
design(s) make them feel happy 
(incl. will brighten their day, the 
design(s) themselves are happy) 9 4.3% 

Theme 14 - Mentioned De Rosee 
Sa's design/ said they like it 8 3.8% 
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Theme 15 - Mentioned space for 
cycling (incl. comments that said 
this is missing and cycling should 
be prioritised) 5 2.4% 

Theme 16 - Mentioned that they 
were concerned about pollution/ 
the environment (incl. climate 
change reduction) 5 2.4% 

Theme 17 - Mentioned that they 
like the periscope and/or the 
kaleidoscope 5 2.4% 

This free-text question was answered by 209 respondents. 

 
 
 
Question 4: How often do you use Thessaly Bridge? 
 
Respondents were then asked to tell us how often they use Thessaly Bridge. This was a 
multiple-choice question where respondents were able to select one of the listed options. In 
all, there were 255 responses to this question. 
 
As illustrated in the table below, over a quarter (26.7%) of respondents use Thessaly Bridge 
several times a week and nearly two-thirds (62.8%) indicated they use the bridge once a 
month. This is illustrated in the table below: 
 

How often do you use Thessaly Bridge? 

  

Response Number of 
respondents to this 

question 

Percentage of 
respondents to this 

question 

Every day 26 10.2% 

Several times a week 42 16.5% 

Several times a month 43 16.9% 

Once a month 49 19.2% 

Less often 73 28.6% 

Never 22 8.6% 

This single response question was answered by 255 respondents. 
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Question 5: Please tell us how you feel about Thessaly Bridge: 
 
Respondents were then asked to tell us how they feel about Thessaly Bridge using a free-
text box. Responses to this question were coded into 9 themes which are illustrated in the 
table below: 
 

Please tell us how you feel about Thessaly Bridge: 

  

Themes Number of 
respondents that 
mentioned theme 

Percentage of 
respondents that 
mentioned theme 

Theme 1 – Respondents that said 
Thessaly Bridge is unpleasant/ in 
a poor state/ unsightly (incl. run 
down, grubby, eye sore, uncared 
for, dirty, horrible space) 

59 37.8% 

Theme 2 – Respondents that 
mentioned it is not safe/ 
mentioned safety (incl. dangerous 
at night, makes people nervous, 
find it intimidating or scary) 

33 21.2% 

Theme 3 – Respondents that 
mentioned it is in need of 
development/ improvements (incl. 
will benefit from proposed 
designs, it is due for 
redevelopment, it needs 
modernisation) 

26 16.7% 

Theme 4 – Respondents that 
mentioned it is dark (incl. no 
lighting) 

18 11.5% 

Theme 5 – Respondents that 
mentioned it is depressing or sad 

13 8.3% 

Theme 6 – Respondents that said 
they don’t know/ not applicable 

7 4.5% 

Theme 7 – Respondents that 
mentioned the importance of the 
bridge as a transport link/ it is a 
useful link/ connects communities 

7 4.5% 

Theme 8 – Respondents that 
mentioned that it is in need of 
more colour/ needs to be 
brightened up 

5 3.2% 

Theme 9 – Respondents that 
mentioned the volume of parked 
cars 

5 3.2% 

This free-text question was answered by 156 respondents. 
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Question 6: Do you have any other comments you wish to share? 
 
Respondents were then asked to tell us whether they had any other comments they would 
wish to share using a free-text box. Responses to this question were coded into 3 themes 
which are illustrated in the table below: 
 

Do you have any other comments you wish to share? 

  

Themes Number of 
respondents that 
mentioned theme 

Percentage of 
respondents that 
mentioned theme 

Theme 1 – Respondents that 
mentioned they have no further 
comments/ it is not applicable 

19 26.4% 

Theme 2 – Respondents that 
mentioned they hope the project 
goes ahead/ glad something is 
happening/ they are looking 
forward to the redesign 

7 9.7% 

Theme 3 – Respondents that 
mentioned the need for more 
plants, trees and greenery 

5 6.9% 

This free-text question was answered by 72 respondents. 
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Appendix One: ArchitectureDoingPlace 
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Appendix Two: De Rosee Sa 
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Appendix Three: Farrer Huxley Associates 
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Appendix Four: Jan Kattein Architects 
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Appendix Five: Mesh, BIGG Design and Matthew McGuinness 
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Appendix Six: Yinka Ilori 
 

 


