Proposed Beach Volleyball Courts in Broom Road Recreation Ground Consultation   -   1st - 31st November 2013
Background
Two public tennis/netball courts are provided within Broom Road Recreation Ground in Teddington.  Their condition has been declining over the last few years with the surface becoming uneven and in places breaking up, with a further problem of tree root damage in places.  Whilst some remedial works have been recently undertaken, the condition of the courts remain well below acceptable standards.  
All tennis courts in the borough’s parks, including those in Broom Road, are now managed by Will To Win Ltd, who are responsible for collection of all fees and charges.  The fees for courts in Broom Road have not been collected due to the poor court condition and the difficulties in managing the site, while all other parks tennis courts in the borough are subject to charges.  http://www.richmond.gov.uk/sports_map
A new multi-purpose games area (MUGA) was provided at Broom Road as part of the rebuilding of Teddington School with 3 tennis courts or 2 netball courts.  These facilities are available for use by the community out of school hours and are managed by Teddington Sports Centre.  There is a charge for their use which is in line with charges across the Council’s Sports and Fitness Service.  .http://www.richmond.gov.uk/sports_map
Beach Volleyball Proposal
As tennis is already provided in Broom Road via the MUGA, it is proposed to convert the two tennis/netball courts into 3 beach volleyball courts.

Beach volleyball is an Olympic Sport and as part of the legacy from the Olympic Games, the national Governing Body, Volleyball England, is looking to develop a network of beach volleyball courts across the country.

The new beach volleyball facility would be managed by Teddington Sports Centre, who currently manage sports facilities for the community at Teddington School with full responsibility for management of bookings, maintenance, cleaning and future investment into the facility.

There is strong support for a local beach volleyball facility from Richmond based clubs that include, Richmond Volleyball Club with 400 members, 200 of whom are under the age of 18, Teddington Volleyball Club and Teddington School for use by their students.

At times during the day when the courts are not required by the school they will be provided free of charge for community use, with the hours of free community use publicised one term in advance.

Whilst the predominant use of the site would be for beach volleyball, the Lawn Tennis Association has recently launched beach tennis and the court markings and nets would be suitable for this sport too.

The new courts would also be used during the summer as a play beach for children.  The nets would be removed to provide a play space similar to the very popular play beach at Champions Wharf in Twickenham.

Initial works to develop the courts for beach volleyball would include:

· Replacement of part of the existing fencing; replacement of chain-link with weld-mesh 

· Removal of pitch furniture and sockets 

· Removal of existing macadam surface 

· Grading of existing sub-base 

· Supply and laying of pea shingle 

· Removal of existing concrete edgings and replace with edgings that will allow for the sand layer 

· Import of sand

The Cost
The construction costs for 3 volleyball courts are estimated at £50,000.  The Council will need to invest some capital towards these courts – however, it is anticipated that the majority of this funding can be attracted from external grants.


The costs of reconstructing these courts as tennis / netball courts would similarly be around £50,000 – however, no external funding would be available for this and the Council does not have a budget for this reconstruction work.

Local Concerns
Consultation on these proposals was first carried out in December 2012.  The number of responses was low and those who did respond commented that the run up to Christmas was not the best time for a consultation.

There were a number of other concerns expressed about the lack of demand for beach volleyball, loss of a valued free facility being replaced by a charged for facility and that maintenance costs would be higher for the proposed volleyball courts.

Some of the supporting comments saw the proposal as offering an Olympic legacy in the area, with the opportunity for local children and schools to try the sport, develop existing clubs and promote more interest in a local league.

Consultation
The comments have been considered and it has been decided to consult again on a more developed proposal, this time providing more information to clarify some of the points raised, outline the extended range of activities that would be offered and their benefits to a wider range of communities.

We have also planned the timing of this consultation to maximise the widest possible involvement and gather as many views as possible.

Your views are important to us and we invite you to complete and submit this questionnaire by 30th November 2013 when the consultation closes.  If you require any more information please email parks@richmond.gov.uk, or telephone 0845 6122660.  

How the Information will be used
If the consultation provides support for the volleyball proposal, the Council will apply to a number of grant giving bodies for funding.  Decisions are likely on these applications by early 2014 and the beach volleyball facility would be ready for use by Easter 2014.
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