BEACH VOLLEYBALL PROPOSAL
Consultation 1-30 November 2013
Topline Results
1. Introduction
The following report sets out the key finding to a formal consultation undertaken by the Council with residents and the wider community regarding a proposal to convert tennis courts in Broom Road into Beach Volley Ball Courts.

1.1. The consultation was open from the 1st November 2013 and closed on the 30th November 2013.   Residents were invited to complete a short online survey. Publicity on the consultation and survey was raised by publicity via the Council website, twitter and contact with parks friends groups.   
2. Data and responses
2.1. In total 221 responses to the on-line survey were received. In reviewing the data for the online responses 4 duplicate response were identified and removed from the final data set. A total of 217 responses have been used to undertake the analysis.
2.2. In addition there were 101 written responses using a standard letter produced in the community to register their views about the proposals.  The key messages from these responses will be reported separately and were not included in the analysis of the online survey results. 
3. Key Findings
3.1. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposal to convert the tennis/netball courts in Broom Road Recreation Ground into 3 new beach volley ball courts? 
3.2. Of the 216 respondents who answered this question, 178 respondents (82 %) agreed with the proposal to convert tennis courts into 3 volleyball courts, whilst 32 respondents (14%) disagreed, 6 respondents (2.8%) had no view and 1 respondent (0.5%) gave no answer.  See table 1
Table 1: To what extent do you agree/disagree with proposal to convert tennis/netball courts into 3 new beach volleyball courts?
	
	Count
	%

	Strongly Agree
	151
	69.6

	Agree
	27
	12.4

	Neither
	6
	2.8

	Disagree
	9
	4.1

	Strongly Disagree
	23
	10.6

	No response
	1
	0.5

	Grand Total
	217
	100%

	
	
	

	All Agree
	178
	82%

	All Disagree
	32
	14.7%


3.3. The responses to this question were also looked at by postcode. The full analysis is shown in tables 2 and 3 below.  Of the 178 respondents that agreed with the proposal over a quarter were from postcodes outside the borough (28% or 49 respondents) while around a fifth were either from postcodes TW1 and TW2 (22% or 39 respondents) or KT1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9,12,13 (20% or 35 respondents).
3.4. Of the 32 respondents who disagreed with the proposals the vast majority were from postcode TW11 (81% or 26 respondents).

Table 2: To what extent do you agree/disagree with proposal to convert tennis/netball courts into 3 new beach volleyball courts? By Postcode (percentage)

	
	KT1,2,3,

5,6,7,8,9,

12,13
	TW1,2
	TW3,5,6

,8,9,10
	TW11
	TW12,13,

15,18
	*Other
	No postcode
	Base

	Agree
	20%
	22%
	11%
	10%
	6%
	28%
	3%
	178

	Disagree
	6%
	3%
	3%
	81%
	0%
	6%
	0%
	32

	All respondents
	18%
	18%
	10%
	21%
	6%
	24%
	3%
	217


Table 3: To what extent do you agree/disagree with proposal to convert tennis/netball courts into 3 new beach volleyball courts? By Postcode (counts)

	
	KT1,2,3, 5,6,7,8,9,

12,13
	TW1,2
	TW3,5,6,

8,9,10
	TW11
	TW12,13,

15,18
	*Other
	No postcode
	Total

	Agree
	35
	39
	20
	18
	11
	49
	6
	178

	Neither
	2
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0
	6

	Disagree
	2
	1
	1
	26
	0
	2
	0
	32

	Not answer
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	All respondents
	39
	40
	22
	46
	12
	51
	7
	217


*Examples of postcodes including under other:NW1, NW4, RG12, SW1, SW12, SW14, SW15, W6, UB6…
3.5. If you agree with the proposal to convert existing courts into 3 beach volleyball courts, which of the following additional uses would you support? 
3.6. Respondents who agreed with the proposal were given the option to select from a list 3 possible uses they would support.  The top 3 combination of uses selected were: free community use out of school hours (44%); free community use out of school hours, beach tennis and play beach (17.3%) and beach tennis (17%).  The least favoured combination of uses was beach tennis and play beach (8%).  See table 4
Table 4:  Additional uses of beach volleyball court that would be   supported
	Other uses supported by respondents
	Count
	%

	· Free community use out of school hours 
	80
	44.7

	· Free community use out of school hours, beach tennis, play beach for children 
	31
	17.3

	· Beach tennis 
	17
	9.5

	· Free community use out of school hours and beach tennis 
	16
	8.9

	· Free community use out of school hours, play beach for children 
	15
	8.4

	· play beach for children
· beach tennis and play beach for children 
	12
8
	6.7
4.5

	Grand Total
	179
	100%


When asked what other uses would be supported in the proposed volleyball courts, respondents stated:  beach badminton; beach football; beach rugby; beach ultimate Frisbee; foot volley – see during Rio Olympics; free community basketball courts. 
3.7. If you disagree with the proposal to convert the tennis/netball courts into 3 beach volleyball courts please give your reason? 
3.8. The main reasons respondents disagreed with the proposals were that the courts should be retained for tennis/netball (8.8%) and that free access to the courts would be replaced with a booking system (2.8%).  See table 5
Table 5:  Reasons respondents disagree with proposed volleyball courts in Broom Road
	Other reasons for disagreeing with proposal
	Count
	%

	· Courts should be retained for tennis/netball
	19
	8.8%

	· Proposal will replace free access to the courts with a booking system
	6
	2.8%

	· Introduction of a charge for tennis/netball
	1
	0.5%

	· The courts should be retained for tennis/netball, Introduction of a charge for tennis/netball
	1
	0.5%

	· The courts should be retained for tennis/netball, Introduction of a charge for tennis/netball, Proposal will replace free access to the courts with a booking system
	1
	0.5%

	· Not Answered
	189
	87.1%

	Grand Total
	179
	100%


3.9. Other reasons respondents gave for disagreeing with the proposal included:
User assessment to find out how best to use the space; why can’t we have both; provide tennis or seek funding for basketball; more upkeep will be required than for tennis courts and will cost more; implications for parking, Trowlock Way and Broom road have become overcrowded; children’s playground to be extended into the tennis courts; it [sand court] will take longer to dry out & therefore will be less well used, beach volley ball courts in Barn Elms, return to grass.  A full list of comments can be seen at Appendix 1.
3.10. Tennis/netball would continue to be provided at Teddington Sports Centre on the MUGA.  What do you feel we would need to be considered for tennis/netball users? 
There were 56 diverse responses to this question.  A full list of responses can be seen at Appendix 2.  The key themes were:

· The MUGA courts are not available during school hours and not used much
· Basketball, something with a hard surface that a lot more of the community would play

· Better maintenance of tennis courts

· A basic free court 

· Rejuvenate courts r convert to a football pitch with a couple of goals would get used all the time

· Can you just turn up and play it is important to retain that spontaneity

· Does beach volleyball demand outstrip tennis/netball demand?

· Easy access to courts and reasonable charges

· There are sufficient number of tennis facilities in the borough

· Tennis courts are well used by a broad cross section of community and all ages
· Space not restricted to volleyball clubs

· It is not obvious that Teddington School courts are open to the public as MUGA fenced and used for many other sports.

· School courts too expensive

· There are not enough tennis courts

· Not all families can afford to pay for sporting facilities

Any other comments

3.11. At the end of the survey respondents were asked if they had any other comments.   The key themes are listed below.  A full list of responses can be seen at Appendix 3.  
· Concern that the courts would be hard to keep clean and maintain due to cats, foxes, rodents and trees in the area and potentially a health hazard.

· Maintenance costs will be higher than tennis courts

· The British weather doesn’t support beach volleyball resulting in the courts not being used as much as they currently are especially during winter months.

· Parking is currently an issue and will get worse.

· The sport has grown extensively in the last 6 years and especially since the Olympics and is played in schools (Teddington, Orleans and Waldergrave).

· The proposal will provide an additional sport for children and families as both a recreational activity and a competitive sport, 
· Will encourage more people to play beach volleyball and provide another avenue to the sport professionally.

· Lighting would enable year round use.

· Pointless waste of money

· Turn courts back into a grassed area

· Could be a permanent car park for the centre.

· Existing tennis courts are well used, available to everyone at anytime without having to book – good for family sports and introducing young children.

· Current tennis courts have been mismanaged, new volleyball courts will also be mismanaged and eventually deteriorate.

· Don’t confuse use of courts there will be conflict between beach volleyball and play beach users.  Suggestion 2 courts and 1 play beach.

· Courts in MUGA are not used much, cost and booking system prohibitive.

· Cost and booking will make in unaffordable and inaccessible for some families.

4. Profile of survey respondents data tables
Gender

	
	Total
	%

	Female
	88
	40.6%

	Male
	127
	58.5%

	(blank)
	2
	0.9%

	Grand Total
	217
	100%


With a Disability

	
	Total
	%

	No
	203
	93.5%

	Yes
	10
	4.6%

	(blank)
	4
	1.8%

	Grand Total
	217
	100%


Ethnicity

	
	Total
	%

	Asian or Asian British
	11
	5.1%

	Black Africa Caribbean / Black British
	2
	0.9%

	Mixed _ Mixed British
	7
	3.2%

	White or  White British
	183
	84.3%

	Brasilian
	1
	0.5%

	Canadian White
	1
	0.5%

	Chinese/Chinese British
	1
	0.5%

	English not British
	1
	0.5%

	Mind your own business
	1
	0.5%

	Oriental
	1
	0.5%

	Other White
	1
	0.5%

	(blank)
	7
	3.2%

	Grand Total
	217
	100%


Age
The number of respondents to the survey by age were:
	Age
	Count
	%

	11-12
	2
	0.9%

	13-15
	9
	4.1%

	13-16
	1
	0.5%

	16-17
	3
	1.4%

	18-24
	11
	5.1%

	25-34
	46
	21.2%

	35-44
	62
	28.6%

	45-54
	58
	26.7%

	45-55
	1
	0.5%

	55-64
	13
	6.0%

	65-74
	7
	3.2%

	75+
	1
	0.5%

	Not Answered
	3
	1.4%

	
	
	

	Grand Total
	217
	100%


Member of a Sports  Club

The number of respondents who were members of a sports club were:

	
	Count
	%

	Yes
	160
	73.7%

	No
	55
	25.3%

	Not Answered
	2
	0.9%

	Grand Total
	217
	100%


Appendix 1
Other Reasons Respondents Disagreed with Proposal
	· A user assessment should be conducted to find out how to best use this space

	· As above - why does it have to be one or the other.  Why can't there be both?

	· Either keep for tennis or change to basketball.

	· How will they keep the sand nice when it rains all the time? There will need to be more upkeep than currently used for the tennis courts.

	· I think it will cost more to maintain beach volleyball courts; problem with foxes using it as a litter tray; children can currently turn up and play tennis so will lose that facility; not all children want to play organised team sports;

	· Implications for parking in the area

	· Or repaired and converted to something more popular than beach volley e.g. small football pitch, basketball and/or cricket.

	· Or the land should be returned to grass - Recreation Ground

	· Save the money or improve the provision elsewhere in the Borough.

	· Seek funding for Basketball court

	· The children's playground should be expanded into the tennis courts, with equipment to cater for older children.

	· There are beach volleyball courts in Barn Elms already

	· These courts should be converted into use as Basketball Courts with free access

	· They seem well used as tennis courts, so why change to a sandpit which will no doubt become filthy & hard to keep clean. Also it will take longer to dry out & therefore will be less well used.

	· This development needs to include serious attention to the question of parking.  The area around Trowlock Way, its limited car park and Broom Road have become desperately overcrowded due to the range of sporting activities and residential dwellings in this area..


Appendix 2
Respondent responses stating what if anything else they feel would need to be considered for tennis/netball users?

	· (i) The MUGA courts are not available during school hours.

(ii) Given shortage of funds, the courts could be kept in better condition and attract thereby more users.

(iii) the site is MOL and Public Open Space. [Are user fees legal?].

	· All users need more car parking spaces and residents are really very,very concerned as already told to local Councillors, school and sports centre .7 clubs,30 households 50 boat owners  plus the school and sports centre already use this road and car park -finding a space is impossible at times in summer and winter.

	· availability of the programme for users to join in into these activities across all levels and ages, as well as availability of slots for private bookings.

	· Basketball, something with a hard surface, that a lot more of the community would play, and which is an all year sport.

	· better maintenance of tennis courts.

	· Booking system for court availability.

	· but will that be free? can you just turn up and play? because you can currently and I think its really important that it retains that spontaneity.

	· Cost impact on individuals needing to seek alternative tennis/netball courts. Does the volleyball demand out-strip tennis/netball demand?

	· Currently there is free access at all times to this facility. the new bookable one is locked outside of the sports centre opening hours

	· easy access to courts and reasonable charges (if any)

	· For many who are not tennis fanatics, a basic, free court is all that's required.  A small sum of money should be spent to rejuvenate these courts or convert to a football pitch with a couple of goals - would get used all the time unlike beach volleyball.

	· Free tennis coach sampling sessions during the summer holidays.

	· Greater public awareness of the existence of this facility through a campaign to promote tennis within state schools.

	· I agree that the existing courts are in poor condition but as there is currently no charge for their use they still represent superb value.
They are used by a huge range of people from small children with their parents to pensioners like myself. The char

	· I believe there is already a sufficient number of tennis facilities in the borough.

	· I sail at Tamesis and go past the present courts almost every day. 
I have VERY seldom indeed not seen people playing on the courts and getting a lot of pleasure out of doing so. They appear to come from a broad cross section of the community and are of 

	· I support this venture subject to the public being able to use the facility within the educational site but would expect the charges to be similar to those charged in recreation grounds.

	Appendix 2 continued

· I would definitely see the need for Beach Tennis as an activity, as the original courts were Tennis. I would like to make sure that the use of this space is not restricted to Volleyball clubs and schools but very much to encourage everyone to take up these new sports.

	· Increase the quality and open access to other tennis courts in the area.  Increase the community use at private tennis clubs for aspiring tennis players.  Most private tennis clubs receive some form of LTA support, and a number od independent schools receive LTA support for their facilities.  These schools should open up their courts to community use.

	· Indoor facilities locally for inclement weather?

	· Indoor facility?

	· indoor tennis/netball courts

	· Keep the beach volleyball option as part of the possible activities at this venue. Strong demand.

	· MUGA courts are not used much. The free resource of tennis courts is a local asset that is valued and used. As a family trying to introduce a 6 year old to sport a 7 pound charge is a deterrent that would prevent us sharing a sport as a family.  The broom road users would not use MUGA or take up beach volleyball. This will result in a drop in sport participation.

	· MUGA? speak English.
Why Beach volleyball? Seems like you are shooting from the hip.
It will end up the local toilet for the cats in the area, so there will be a daily maintenance requirement and costs the earth going forward or it will be a potential h

	· No idea

	· None

	· None as there are ample facilities in the area

	· Not Answered

	· Nothing

	· Nothing, sure there are plenty of other tennis courts in the area available.

	· Plenty of Tennis and Netball courts are provided at other locations. Beach Volleyball is a vibrant social sport seriously lacking representation in all wards.

	· See my note above about parking.

	· Still Tennis/netball would continue to be provided at Teddington Sports Centre on the MUGA.

	· Suitable indoor facilities so they could be played all year round.

	· That the free-ness of the beach volleyball courts didn’t attract people just loitering around the sandy courts and that they were monitored like tennis courts are in many communities at the moment.

	· The courts at Broom Road are a public facility that are well used in the summer.  If the Teddington School courts are open to the public this is not at all obvious as the MUGAs are used for many other sports, they are fenced in with high fences and the requirement to pre-book etc. will put many people off as will the cost.  The Council should make more effort to find the funding to upgrade the public courts.  I have no objection to beach volleyball but it's a minority sport and not likely to be of interest to many people especially older people and those with young children.

	Appendix 2 continued

· The current usage of the new tennis / netball courts is low, demonstrating that people are not willing to pay the charges you levy.  A beach volleyball court is a wasteful proposal. Like many of your residents, I have lost child benefit, and have to pay more for my pension: my income is dropping in nominal terms, and Council tax absorbs more (not less) of my income.  You should not be squandering money on frivolous projects such as this, which are not wanted by the local community.  If you cannot afford to run the tennis courts, return them to grass please.  The space is needed by local children.

	· The MUGA is only available outside school hours and at weekends is taken up by the hockey club.

	· The same facilities/ number of courts and the same opportunities to play netball and/or tennis should be maintained.

	· The school courts are too expensive.
I can play on the existing courts at any time of the day, from very early morning to the last light in the evening.

	· The tennis and netball facilities could usefully be extended and could be used all year round.  Beech volleyball would only serve a small number of people and as a community facility for young people is not appropriate.

	· The tennis courts are used on a daily basis by multiple families and teenagers. The MUGA courts are normally empty as they charge 7 pounds to hire which puts off the users of the broom road courts.  Tennis facilities will be available but remain unused at the MUGA. Tennis and sport participation in general will drop in the area with this proposal. A well-used family and youth resource will be lost.

	· There are a lot of options for tennis at least in the surrounding area.

	· There are abundant locations in the borough where tennis can be played.  The current condition of the courts is a deterrent to their use, so there would be little direct impact on current tennis and netball opportunities if they were converted to beach volleyball courts.

	· There are ample provisions for both tennis and netball in the surrounding locality

	· there are hundreds of tennis/netball courts all over the borough and other less popular sports deserve to have the same level of support

	· There are simply not enough tennis courts available to the general public in Teddington.  The MUGA is not available for use during the day.  Tennis courts are only available to those belonging to private fee paying clubs like the Lensbury or Teddington tennis club.  The tennis courts should be available for use during the day for families with young children etc.

	· There is more places to play tennis or netball.

	· There is no reason why it has to be one or the other.  Surely, there could be provision for both.

	· There is sufficient tennis provision in the borough, and no  beach volleyball courts. Free community use of the courts, without booking, like they do in other countries, will be essential.

	· These courts have to be paid for and booked in advance.  Not all families can afford to pay for sporting facilities and the existing free courts encourage sport activity for everyone

	· They could use St Mary's facilities.

	· True: T & N may not be needed, but the 10-18 year old boys in our community would welcome a Lensbury-like area to play 5-aside football and basketball.

	· try beach tennis

	


Appendix 3
Other Comments

	· (i)  the courts are beside mature trees which drop leaves/dirt.

(ii) the area is plagued by foxes who leave dirt in such places.

(d) the area is congested anyway (e.g. no spare parking places) without further attractions.

(e) the site is next door to an infants pre-school. [Is that a suitable site for scantily-clad beach volleyball?]

	· ...

	· 2 years ago beach volleyball was almost impossible to play in the UK except at the coast. With the Olympics and subsequent creation of permanent beach courts around London, there has been a big increase in the number of people taking up the sport and even managing to play regularly, which wasn't easily possibly previously if you lived in and around London. It's a fantastic sport for cardio and general muscle toning and great fun to play. I only started this summer after the courts in Wimbledon were built and am now hooked! If there is the possibility of flood lighting, I know  some crazy people who will play all year round, regardless of temperature, as long as they're able to see the ball!

	· 3 beach volleyball courts would be amazing for all local community and different sports.

	· After the Olympics, beach volleyball has become a very popular sport and the few facilities available in London are already oversubscribed. It would be a great addition to the community's sports offer with a new sport that is not one of the "traditional" ones.

	· As a member of a London based club we would be very keen to support this and would be willing to provide a contribution for use of these to hold tournaments.

	· As a PE teacher i fully support the opportunity for additional facilities being built in the local area. Any opportunity fo children to participate in new and different sports should be fully endorsed.

	· As an ex international volleyballer I would am very pleased to be able to support this initiative. Volleyball is an excellent  team building activity that is one of the few games that can be played as a single or mixed sex sport.

	· Basketball is alive and kicking in this Borough but locally there are no outdoor courts available for free use.

	· Beach Volley ball courts would be a waste of space. No one will play during the winter months, and maintaining the existing tennis courts is a much better use of resources

	· Beach Volleyball and Indoor sports need to be supported in this country where the weather is hard. Schools need to provide indoor space for Volleyball, Handball, Basketball and Futsal once those sports are perfect to development skills for live to all students.

	· Beach Volleyball encourages children , teenagers and adults to participate in a sport that transcends most others. 

Open to all , it is not just a great sport but because of its all inclusive nature it procures a fantastic social environment also.

	· Beach volleyball is a great activity, however also rather noisy. 
The proposed location is good but in many ways I think the NPLSC ground would be a better option. This could potentially offer changing and toilet facilities as well as a place to have a

	· Beach volleyball is a major Olympic sport and should be supported in every way.  It is simply not a seaside resort activity.  Playing and training facilities need to be developed in urban areas to sustain the great success GB players have achieved over the decades with limited facilities.

	· Beach volleyball is a sport that can be played by a wider demographic than most other sports readily available. In particular at a recreational level it is one of the easier sports to learn or take part in. It is age, gender and ability friendly giving a great deal of satisfaction to many more people than most other sports which require you to play with someone of the same gender or similar age or fitness level in order to gain enjoyment. I have played volleyball since the age of 10 and beach volleyball since 21 in my home country of New Zealand. I now live in Wimbledon having travelled the world and become part of a great worldwide beach volleyball family. Its a sport that gives much to its participants and the communities that embrace it. Here in the UK I have been Tour Director of the National Beach Volleyball Tour and seen the sport develop massively in the past 5 years. Now it would be great to see more communities and school kids in this country have the opportunity to participate in this amazing sport.

	· Beach Volleyball is increasingly becoming a popular game in UK specially after the Olympics 
Providing courts will give the opportunity for many to play it since London does not have beaches

	· Beach volleyball was incredibly popular at London 2012 and as part of the legacy a court in the borough would be fantastic

	· beach volleyball would be a new/different/unusual sport for local children to become involved in (without elitism)

	· Bring on Beach Volleyball. Beach volleyball is a team sport played by two teams of two players and its one of the top Olympic discipline since the 1990s.

	· Consultation should be in summer when existing users can be made aware of it. Not Nov when days are short and use of facility is not as high. Beach volleyball seems to be only requested by existing volleyball clubs not the local community.  Wouldn't be usable unless dry. If dry demand will be for use as a toddler sandpit. Team sports and toddler play areas are not suitable co habitors.

	· Find another Olympic sport pitch/equipment requirement maybe Netball, softball, cricket training nets, climbing wall, outside gym equipment, etc.
Look at something that would suit teenagers - try speaking to the pupils of Teddington School - they have 

	· Have one of both.

	· I have been coaching volleyball at Orleans Park school where we have over 30 players from Years 7 to 9. Six of our players entered the British Beach Championships at Sandbanks earlier in the year and came away with 2 silver medals. We would make full use of a local facility.

	· I have teenage children who school locally, they and their friends would definitely like to use such a facility if it were made available.

	· I hugely support the Beach Volleyball facility. I have watched this sport grow over the past 6 years with my daughters at Waldegrave School and having played this on a hard surface I can witness the benefit of playing 'on the beach' as I have many many times.
This will be a fantastic start to broadening this very popular sport and should be fully embraced. Tennis is very popular but many courts already exist, but more tennis courts could be subsequently.

	· I think it is good to have a mixture of sports facilities in the area for all our kids. Beach Volleyball is an Olympic sport and it not so expensive to keep and maintain the facilities to offer this sport.

	· I think that it's fine to use the courts for something else but I don't understand how there will be sufficient funding to continually rake and prepare the sand. Also there will be problems with hygiene as animals will use the area too.
I think it's a good idea to use the area but there should be something that can be used all year round rather than a short period of two months in the year. when it may or may not rain.

	· I think the council needs to think very carefully before agreeing to this. If it IS as popular as supporters say it s then there will be even more parked traffic than there already is. On most weekends people park illegally in the car park, blocking ordinary cars, let alone essential services getting to the sailing clubs, the rowing and canoe clubs. There is no one to control the parking and it is a free-for-all.
I suggest this is a proposal for the few to the detriment of the many.

	· I think volleyball involves more players than tennis on a broadly similar foot print.  Over time I would hope that this therefore enables and encourages more people to play volleyball.  It's preference for six players also leads to more clubs rather than friends playing and so is more supportive of "community" relationships and interactions.

	· I would hope the proposed facility would be open for use by the public subject to users being above a minimum age of say ten years and not necessarily supervised by an adult especially during school holidays.
Additionally it would be essential dogs, cats, foxes and other vermin are not permitted within the sanded area for this would be a major health hazard.

	· If the beach courts get made, I wouldn't have to be driven to barn elms to play and I could play whenever i want without having to wait for an adult to be free to take me.

	· involve the local volleyball clubs and schools to make the venue work and be alive.

Insignificant number of primary schools in our area offer volleyball as an extra curricular activity. The children aged 8 and above could easily be thought this sport. 

I would hope that this venue would also allow free access to local schools to this facility and help promote this sport amongst children.

	· Is creating beach volley ball courts for a wintry northern clime, really such a good idea? No, this has been poorly thought out.

Better to seek funding for a multi sports surface with basketball nets, for year round use.

	· It concerns me that the large volume of sand can easily hide broken glass, other debris and become a litter tray for cats, dogs and foxes. How suitable is this for babies and children to play in - how do you intend to keep it clean and safe? And reassure parents?

	· it opens new avenues to different sports participation ,particularly after the Olympics.
volleyball is seen  as a non contact sport which attracts both male  , female, and mixed types of teams

	· It will encourage more people to take up beach volleyball and volleyball which are both a sport for all ages. It's a growing sport in the uk so we need more facilities.  
It's a fun sport that's quick to learn and helps me and friends keep fit while real

	· It would be great if there were a normal volleyball court as well. It would be lower maintenance too.

	· Its important to get people of all ages to play as much sport as possible in their local area and the community needs to support this as much as possible.

	· -Let's have a Lensbury-like astro pitch suitable for 5-aside football and basketball. 
-How will you prevent this from becoming a giant litter box for cats? 
-I play and love 6-a-side indoor VB,and feel that the VA should concentrate on this platform.Be

	· Lighting to allow for all year around use would be a great benefit.

	· Local clubs could use to develop beach volleyball, tester sessions for schools in order to develop beach volleyball in South London and mix up with other members in the area (sand tennis...).

	· Love the idea of the beach volleyball courts.

	· My initial reaction was 'this has to be a joke', closely followed by 'another pointless money-wasting exercise to match the wooden steeping stones etc installed closer to the river'. Please return the tennis courts back to an acceptable standard instead of this wacky craziness.

	· My son and myself would seriously consider playing beach volley ball if it were in Teddington because access would be so easy.

	· need to ensure efficient management and maintenance of the courts.

	· Not Answered

	· Outdoor beach volleyball courts will only be usable in periods of sustained dry weather.  Tennis courts are used all year. Beach volleyball is a fad for a very short period following the 4 year Olympic cycle.  The beach courts will probably be used mostly as a sandpit for very young children rather than volleyball.  Net systems exist that can be switched between volleyball and tennis, all weather surface with adjustable nets would allow multi sport use and greater use of the resource. There is no community need for 3 beach courts, 1 at most.

	· Parking is the issue.  Teddington School fully utilises the public car park in school hours and the watersport clubs and island residents often struggle to park.  Bringing in more cars from Richmond etc will make the situation even worse

	· Please consider a sport that is more suited to our country and that is more popular with families. Basketball would be a better use.  I feel strongly that this area should remain free of charge

	· Please consider that currently from Twickenham, in order to find a good beach volley court, one needs to travel to Barnes Elms Sport Center i.e. from a minimum of 30 min to over 1 hour at rush hours each way.

· Thank you for considering to convert the ten

	· Please consider this a big opportunity, beach volley will bring a large community participation

	· provide a hard court volleyball court  which can be used in conjunction with tennis and netball courts.
·  Beach volley ball courts do not really fit in with Uk weather in Autumn/winter/spring

	· Richmond volleyball club do an amazing job and they should be given full support in their ventures. We have one in St Albans and it is a great facility to have access to- everyone can see what a fantastic sport it is and get the chance to join in.

	· Richmond Volleyball Club's vision of a beach volleyball facility is driven by their passion for the sport. They are an excellent club, well organised and very committed to developing the sport from grass roots upwards. They have a high calibre of players and I am sure that they will develop the sport of beach volleyball to it's highest level.

	· See above, please.

	· Should appeal to a similar crowd as use the Skateboard Park

	· Spelthorne Volleyball Club are working closely with Spelthorne Borough Council to build our own beach volleyball facility in Staines, hence SVC fully support this proposal to widen participation in this fun and inclusive sport already very popular worldwide.

	· The borough should be providing a cross section of sporting opportunities which it appears the introduction of these volleyball courts will do. Great idea - will be good to see if Richmond Borough can make it happen.

	· The proposal for beach volley is a barmy idea and a waste of tax payers' money. We live in a wet and windy northern hemisphere, not on the shores of Copacabana! The sandy pitch would be unusable for at least 70 percent of the year.

	· The proposed "beach" volleyball courts would not be utilized for  fraction of the time of the tennis courts. We play before 7 am and up to 9.30 pm in the summer.
We often have to wait for a court to become available and see people waiting for us to finish

	· The Recreation Ground is shrinking.  With the new courts, a children's playground in the middle and the 'wild garden' there is less and less green space where people can walk or go for a run or sit down in the summer.  
There may be 'strong support" fo

	· The sand would need to be kept clean - who will do that? The sand will be fouled by animals and ruined by the weather.

	· The sucess of Beach Volletball post 2012 in the surrounding boroughs is an indicaruin of demand and it also provides a facility that attracts male and female users

	· The tennis courts are adjacent to a young children's playground and Nursery school - not a suitable location for beach volleyball.

	· The tennis courts are always busy in the summer months, usually with waiting time to get a game.
Even in winter they are well used when the weather allows.
Would the volley ball players use this valuable space so much ?

	· The tennis courts, which have hardly been used since the building of the new school, could be a badly needed , permanent extra car park for the school, sports centre, recreation ground and children's playground all the year round. There is already an amazing amount of sport offered by the clubs and sports centre. Please consider plight of residents of Trowlock Island and the neighbouring roads plus the members of the existing clubs!

	· There are lots of tennis courts in the borough but no beach volleyball courts

	· There are new beach volley ball courts in the Wandsworth zone in Barn Elms. Thought these were the National Courts for UK? These are very accessible to residents of Richmond Borough so why bother to build more in such close proximity.
Have you checked on

	· there is a huge interest for beach volleyball after the Olympics and will strong development in schools and the club locally it will be used by community to the full extend.

	· There needs to be more facilities available in the borough for beach volleyball

	· There should be nights allocated to the local clubs and a combination lock for public bookings should be used in addition to one for the clubs.

	· There will  be more than adequate tennis / netball facilities at Broom Road. There are many more tennis facilities in the borough that are underutilised and should be considered for considered for other sports.

	· This development needs to include serious attention to the question of parking.  The area around Trowlock Way, its limited car park and Broom Road have become desperately overcrowded due to the range of sporting activities and residential dwellings in this area.  The Council has not taken this matter seriously before.  The time for it is now.

	· This is a very good idea.

	· This is madness. The council took additional grounds to build more tennis courts and as they are under-used, the council is looking for other use for the tennis courts.
Tennis can be played on in all weather. The tennis courts are also used by other sports.

	· This summer I had to be driven to the closest beach courts (at barn elms) whenever I wanted to practice, but if this proposal goes through then I will be able to cycle to the courts without having to rely on an adult to be free to take me.

	· Volleyball (beach AND indoor) is globally a very popular and inclusive team sport, held back in the UK by the sparsity of facilities.  This is a chance to address that lack and allow momentum to build.

	· Volleyball is a fast raising sports and Beach Volleyball in particular would encourage many children and adults to pick up and play the sport. It's a very sociable sport for male and female alike. It can be played by as little as 4 players but as many as 12 players on a single court (limited space).

	· Volleyball is a great family sport which enables both men and women and boys and girls to enjoy a sport together with differing abilities and age ranges participating.  Having a more local facility ( my children currently use the facility at barn elms ) will enable them to play more frequently and I dependently as they would be able to use public transport to get there and back by themselves.

	· Volleyball is a growing sport- especially in this area. It would enable me and my family to get to a beach volleyball court more easily.

	· Volleyball is a particularly well supported sport in the borough with several teams, youth and adult playing and the addition of beach volleyball courts would further support, encourage and allow these teams to take up a slightly different version of the game they enjoy.

	· Why has the courts been allowed to get to this state, clearly the site has been mismanaged and I fear that although a good idea, once again these new beach courts will become neglected and run down. I am all for the development but prudent financial planning must be included within the budget and a year on year maintenance programme built into the contract for whoever wins the tender,

	· With the recent Olympic games Volleyball and especially beach volley has had a massive increase in people being interested to play and watch beachvolley.
· Please convert this area to beach volley courts

	· Would be good to encourage as much use as possible of the Beach Volleyball courts, via local clubs.  Some covering is needed in winter, ideally to still allow play on the courts.

	· You only need two people to play tennis and can currently do so at any time. Beach volley ball requires teams of people so will have limited use age  as the occasions when enough people will be found will be less than for tennis or netball.
· A similar s

	· You should not confuse the use of the courts by allowing different uses. If the courts are going to be beach volleyball courts, then they can't be a play beach, not even during other times of the day. It will create conflict between users; don't want volleyballers stepping on children's toys hidden in the sand. If a play beach is required, then only create 2 volleyball courts and 1 play beach.
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