
Background Report – Draft Madrid Conservation Area 

Location: Madrid Road, Barnes 

Conservation Area (if amending boundary): Potentially Castlenau, or formation of a new 

conservation area.  

Conservation Area’s Significance: Castlenau –  The Castlenau Conservation Area is predominantly 

centred on Castlenau, a road created by its associations with Major Boileau who was responsible 

for most of the development of the area after the opening of the Hammersmith Toll Bridge which 

triggered the accessibility and development of the area. Castlenau is lined on both sides by large 

Victorian, Edwardian and classical styled Villas. Further areas were added such as the commercial 

core of the area with Harrods Depository, mansion houses, and arts and crafts dwellings towards 

Hammersmith Bridge and Victorian Lonsdale Road and surrounding streets which were seen to be 

of special interest.  

Assessment: 

Location & Setting General character and plan form, e.g. linear, compact, dense or dispersed; 
important views, landmarks, open spaces, uniformity 

Comments: Madrid Road is a single residential street which contains terraces on each side 
which date from 1913.There are no landmarks or important views within the 
street or beyond with the streetscene representing a uniform planned 
speculative housing development.  

Historic 
Development 

Stages/ phases of historical development and historic associations 
(archaeology etc) which may be influencing how the area is experienced. 

Comments: The land was originally part of the St. Anne’s house and estate which was the 
residence of William Lowther, 2nd Earl of Lonsdale, who died in 1872. The 
house was demolished in 1900 and the surrounding land sold for 
development. Surrounding streets within the estate either bare the names 
associated with the Earl (Lowther Road, Lonsdale Road) or the Earl’s properties 
(Cumberland Road, Westworeland Road, and Suffolk Road) or the family’s 
diplomatic postings (Madrid Road, Galanta Road, Belgrave Road, Washington 
Road) (Brown, 1997, pp51). The dwellings along Madrid Road were given 
permission to be constructed in 1913 (Appendix 3) with the historic OS maps 
of the 1910s showing that these dwellings were under construction (Appendix 
4). The historic plans of the street appear to show the architect as A. Harvey, 
however he is not well renowned. The street was erected in one phase with 
similar designs evident along the street.  

Architectural 
quality and Built 
form 

Dominant architectural styles, the prevalent types and periods of buildings, 
their status and essential characteristics, and their relationship to the 
topography, street pattern and/or the skyline. Also  important is their 
authenticity, distinctiveness and uniqueness of  materials, design, form, 
texture, colour etc  

Comments: The dwellings on the both sides of the street maintain a very coherent arts and 
crafts influence with each of the dwellings having a forward facing gable, clad 
in mock Tudor style timber arrangement with canted bay window and timber 
porches. The dwellings also utilise pebbledash, and unusually, many of the 
original brick pier front boundary walls are intact, however there are some 
breaches to front boundary walls for car parking.  



Open Space, Parks 
and Gardens and 
Trees 

Private and public land, front gardens, trees, hedges and street greenery, 
parks, civic spaces their sense and contribution to the character and experience 
of an area.  

Comments: Much of the greenery comes from vegetated front gardens which is a pleasing 
aspect of the street along with large street trees which do contribute to the 
experience of this street. 

Character Zones Discernible character areas or zones which may reflect the predominant 
historic character that survives from earlier periods or the original function, 
class distinctions, design or current uses. 

Comments: There are two discernible phases of development which reflect the 
development of the street in the early 1910’s. There is no relationship to the 
historic function of the land before the street was erected.  

Conclusions 

Potential for Extension of Castlenau CA Boundary 

The 1910’s street of Madrid Road has little relationship to the significance of the Castlenau  

Conservation Area in that it was constructed as a result of the St. Ann’s development, rather than 

the opening of the Hammersmith Bridge. Taking this into account along with the assessment 

above, I do not consider that the street would have enough relationship with the Castlenau 

Conservation Area in order to be extended.  

Potential for new Conservation Area 

There is a good level of authenticity in the street with many of the dwellings retaining key historic 

features and design, particularly boundary walls and overall design of the dwellings. Madrid Road 

would represent a good example of a street constructed in an arts and crafts inspired style. As such, 

it is recommended that the area should become a Conservation Area in its own right.  
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Appendix 1 Madrid Road OS Map 

 



Appendix 2 – Proposed Conservation Area boundary 



Appendix 3 – 1913 Plans 

 



Appendix 4: Historic Development of Westmoreland Road 
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Appendix 5 - Street scene of Madrid Road 

 
 

 
Street scene along Madrid road, historic walls are also evident 



 
Unfortunately some walls have been removed to become car parking areas 
 

 
Street scent along Madrid Road looking towards Washington Road 

 

 


