East Sheen Common Play Area Consultation

Topline Results
1. Introduction
1.1 The following report sets out the key findings to a formal consultation undertaken by the Council with residents regarding a proposal to install a new play area within East Sheen Common.
1.2 The consultation was open from the 21st March and closed on the 14th April. Residents were invited to complete a short online survey. Paper copies of the survey could also be requested. Publicity on the consultation and survey was raised by emails to ward Councillors, posters on site, a press release and via the Councils consultation finder.  
2.           Data and responses
2.1 In total 171 responses to the survey were received online.  
2.2 In addition to the survey responses 10 residents submitted a written response either by telephone, letter or email to register their views about the proposals. Three of the residents who contacted the Council in relation to this consultation did so after the consultation had ended.  
2.3 Out of the 10 additional responses, 3 were in favour of the proposals and 7 were against.  
2.4 It is not clear if the 10 also submitted a survey response. For this reason and with consistency in mind the survey and written responses can not be directly combined. However the results and key messages from both forms of responses from local residents will be considered in this report. 
3.           Key Findings

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposal to create a new play area within East Sheen Common?

3.1 Of the 171 respondents who completed the survey just under two thirds (60%) agreed with the proposals to create a new play area. While 37% of respondents disagreed. 

3.2 Table 1 below highlights how strongly local residents feel about the proposals. Of the 104 respondents (60%) who agreed with the proposals 89 (52% of all respondents) said they strongly agreed. While of the 64 respondents (37%) who disagreed 53 (31% of all respondents) strongly disagreed. 
Table 1: To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposal to create a new play area within East Sheen Common?
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3.3 The survey respondents who disagreed with the proposals were asked why they disagreed. All 64 respondents who disagreed with the proposals for a new play area gave their reasons why. The most frequently mentioned, 57 of the 64 comments (89%), showed respondents disagreeing with the proposals on the grounds that the area is better left as it is, that nature provides more stimulating and imaginative play for young children. 
"The common is a magical place. It is natural. It sparks children's imagination AS IT IS. This is a terrible idea. Tragic. It is something for people bereft of imagination. It is truly a depressing idea- So sad. Children play there now, they hide, they play, they climb, please please please do not force feed us wizard trees etc... Please. On the common nature is all around us, by taking trees down and creating a false play- land, something is lost forever, not least the trees. Please keep this place special. We have brought three happy children up here, they love every inch of the common as it is. Children are spoonfed 'fun' all the time- the common is a place where they can make fun for themselves. Sheen has an underbelly of creativity, and has natural charm - This would be a very un creative move for this area, and change it in a sad and damaging way forever. Please do not do it."

3.4 The next most frequently mentioned reason, 22 of the 64 comments (34%) showed respondents were concerned that the plans to create the play area would mean removing trees. They objected to the proposals on the grounds that trees should not be felled for the play area to be created. 

"I am horrified and amazed at this proposal which will destroy trees, and ruin an area of natural beauty. The way the cricket pitch is framed by trees is very beautiful and to cut down trees anyway in this area is a dreadful idea. The playground will create an eyesore."

3.5 19 of the 64 comments (30%) showed respondents disagreeing on the grounds that there are plenty of other playgrounds for children to use.

"there are plenty of recreational spaces in the area already (Palewell Park, Tangier Road, Mortlake Green) without ruining the common."

3.6 14 of the 64 comments (22%) showed respondents disagreeing on the grounds that it was an unnecessary expense.

"in these times of financial hardship it seems feckless to spend vast amounts of Council Tax payers money on such an otiose plan when it could be better spent on proper maintenance and drainage of the common as it stands."
3.7 Other reasons included:

· The location of the proposed play area not being suitable – having a children’s play area would change the dynamics of the common.
· It would attract anti-social behaviour 

· The site is used by dog walkers and safety issues arise with having a children’s play area on site.
· Increase in footfall, noise, parking issues would have a negative impact on the area.

4. Any other comments
1.1. At the end of the survey respondents were asked if they had any other comments to make with regards to the proposed new play area.  There were 119 additional comments. The majority of other comments (66%) were left by those who agreed with the proposals. 
· 48 comments specifically praised the idea 
· 35 comments specifically mentioned the types of play equipment and made suggestions on changes that would they felt would make the proposed play area even better.

· 18 responses mentioned that a café, toilet facilities and also seating would also be welcomed
Example comments (supporting the proposals):
“Sheen common, is an excellent outdoor space. It would greatly benefit from a wood themed play area. Somewhere for children to play, but also to bring the local community together. As you point out, the closet play areas are a considerable walk away, which as always limited my, and my families access to them.”
“Think it is a wonderful idea especially as it will be with a natural woodland theme rather than just another standard playground.”

“Fantastic idea which would bolster currently limited play-park provision in the area. Love the nature themed activities. Would be great to get some sort of climbing frame or something similar for older children.”
“I think this is a fantastic area, and encourages young children to appreciate a play area in natural surroundings within London (not many of these!).  The other play areas in this area are very urban, and a long walk away.  Please make sure it appeals to all ages i.e. from 1 upwards. Amazing idea!”

1.2. Some of the concerns raised for reasons against having the play area were reiterated i.e. there were 9 comments relating to the play area conflicting with dog walkers, 5 comments objecting to the cutting down of trees and 2 comments suggesting that it would attract vandalism / anti-social behaviour.
2. Profile of survey respondents data tables

2.1. Gender
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2.2. Age at last birthday 
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2.3. Disability
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2.4. 
Ethnicity
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2.5. Are you are parent
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2.6. Age of children

[image: image8.emf]
5. Conclusion:

2.7. The results of the consultation show that the majority of respondents support the proposals (60% agree and 37% disagree). However, the results also indicate very strong opinions in terms of those who support and those who are opposed to the proposals. Of the 104 respondents (60%) who agreed with the proposals 89 (52% of all respondents) said they strongly agreed. While of the 64 respondents (37%) who disagreed 53 (31% of all respondents) strongly disagreed. The open comments highlighted above also reinforce the depth of feelings from residents on both sides and how much they value their local open spaces and play provision for children. Taking into account the results of the consultation, including the strengthen of divergent view points and following discussions with Cabinet members in Environment, the proposals for East Sheen Common Play Area will not be taken forward at this time. The Council will continue to look at the play provision in the local area and future improvements and maintenance of East Sheen Common. This will be informed by the wealth of information residents have provided in their responses to this consultation. 
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