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Developing special school provision consultation 
Richmond guiding principles

In order to guide our work in improving Special Educational Needs (SEN) provision in the Borough of Richmond, the Council has established three guiding principles for improvements:

· Children with SEN should have their needs met in mainstream schools wherever possible
· If provision in a special setting is necessary, it should be as local and inclusive as possible 

· There should be as much choice for parents as possible.

Current SEN provision in Richmond
The Newhouse Centre is a standalone centre with provision for children with special education needs who have been referred from a number of secondary schools across the borough. Whilst they are educated at Newhouse they are registered as pupils of a variety of other schools.

The Gateway Centre is the borough’s only specialist provision for children with autism and has no post-16 provision. 
Clarendon School currently has 120 pupils aged 7-16, with moderate learning difficulties. The school has no post 16 provision.
Children aged 16 and over with special educational needs currently have to leave their special school to attend college or other post 16 SEN provision outside the borough. 
The proposals
The proposed changes are:

1. The Newhouse Centre remains in its current location at Buckingham Road, Hampton, TW12 3LT and moves under the management of Clarendon School.  The pupils at the Centre to be registered as pupils of Clarendon School. 
2. The Gateway Centre expands to enable provision for post-16 pupils with SEN. This will mean an increase from 20 to 32 pupils and enable the school to provide specialist post-16 education for students with autism.  The expansion to be part of the Richmond schools building programme funded through a capital grant from the Education Funding Agency.
3. Clarendon School expand as an umbrella SEN provider to include the offer of and extend its provision across both Newhouse and Gateway Centres. The Clarendon School offer to provide for:

· 100 children aged 7-16 in the main school 

· 32 children aged 11-19 at the Gateway 

· 23 children at the Newhouse Centre

4. Clarendon school formally change its designation:

· from moderate learning difficulties (MLD) for 120 children 

· to complex learning difficulties for 155 children 
Benefits of the changes
Overall, the changes will generally enable the Council to deliver its commitment to improve SEN provision in the borough and more specifically provide the following benefits:

1. Newhouse Centre will become part of the umbrella of Clarendon School, which means the school will be more looked after with greater management support and resilience and the opportunity to share skills across the staff team in place of its current position of being a standalone service.

2. Being part of Clarendon school will add a significant layer of security to the long-term future provision for Newhouse Centre pupils.
3. Expansion of the Gateway Centre will be funded through a capital grant from the Education Funding Agency and provide additional post-16 education for children with autism. 

4. Expansion of the Gateway Centre will enable their Year 11 students to stay in the same school to continue their education without having to go to college outside the borough as they do at the moment. This change promotes social inclusion, enabling students to stay with their friends and enjoy a transition into post-16 education within their local community.

5. This proposal would also support the on-going strategic aim to reduce the number of pupils with SEN accessing education outside Richmond.

6. There will be provision for an additional 35 children under the umbrella of one SEN school extending the offer for children with Complex Learning Difficulties.
Consultation 

We are consulting on the expansion of Special Educational Needs provision at Clarendon School from 120 places for children and young people with moderate learning difficulties to provide an additional 35 places to include provision for children and young people with complex learning difficulties.
Due to the extent of the increase in number of pupil places and the change in designation, the Council is required to follow a legal process to bring about those changes and to consultation to gather people’s views.

Communication and consultation about the changes have been on-going and includes:

1. Distribution of a letter in May 2014 to all parents of pupils at the Newhouse Centre outlining details of the proposed changes.
2. This survey until available until 10th August allowing people to give their views overall on all the proposed changes. 
3. A pre-planning consultation event about the extension of Clarendon School (Gateway Centre) will take place on 8 July between 4.00pm and 7.45pm. This will be an opportunity for people to have their say about the extension of the Gateway Centre to accommodate the additional pupils.

Following the consultation a decision will be made as to whether or not to move to issuing statutory proposals. If this is decided, the statutory proposals will set out the final detailed proposal and the consultation will last for four weeks. 

We are keen to hear your views and invite you to take part in this programme of engagement and have your say.

All comments will be considered as part of the decision making process. 
What happens next?

·  The findings from the consultation will be published on the Council website.
· Following any additional feedback on issuing statutory proposals, a recommendation will go to the Council’s Cabinet in September 2014 outlining the proposals and estimated costs for the expansion of the Gateway.
· With Cabinet approval, a planning application will be prepared this will include specific consultation on planning, traffic and other environmental issues both prior to the application and also during the statutory planning period.
· The management change for the Newhouse Centre to be implemented in September 2014.
· Proposals to be implemented in September 2015 for The Gateway.
For more information email natalie.logan@richmond.gov.uk or telephone 020-8891-7673
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